
 

 

Legal Procedures for Forming a New Church in Minnesota 
 

LΩƳ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ in Minnesota...what do I need to do in terms of legal processes? 
 
Ask 20 church planters and you’ll get 20 different answers. Here is the real skinny on what you need to 
do, and the most efficient order in which to do it all. Here goes: 
 
1. Prepare your Articles of Incorporation. 
 Locate the articles here: https://www.sos.state.mn.us/business-liens/business-forms-

fees/minnesota-non-profit-corporation-forms/?searchTerm=articles Make sure you file NON-
PROFIT articles.  

 
 However, there’s no reason for you to get your own 501(c)(3) exemption, since Converge can 

provide a 501(c)(3) status to you. If you are dying to pay an attorney $3000 or more to get your 
own 501(c)(3) exemption, then see an attorney first to make sure that your Articles of 
Incorporation are done properly. For all sane planters, use the Secretary of State’s non-profit 
Articles. 

 Total Time Commitment: 30 minutes 
 Cost:

Cost:

https://www.sos.state.mn.us/business-liens/business-forms-fees/minnesota-non-profit-corporation-forms/?searchTerm=articles
https://www.sos.state.mn.us/business-liens/business-forms-fees/minnesota-non-profit-corporation-forms/?searchTerm=articles
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
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You will not get you a federal exemption “number.” There is no such thing. If anyone asks you 
for your church’s number, they are asking either for your Federal EIN (which has ZERO to do 
with tax-exempt status) or in Minnesota they are looking for the state sales tax exemption 
number which you get from the state. 

 
 Total Time Commitment:  

https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2019-09/st16.pdf

